
271

Proclamations Proc. 7469

Proclamation 7469 of September 21, 2001

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

The noble ideals that became our Nation’s constitutional foundation were 
formed over two centuries ago in the hearts of courageous patriots who 
risked their lives in the name of liberty and justice. Throughout our his-
tory, American patriots have risen to answer the call when the enemies of 
freedom have jeopardized our liberties. Our military history is replete with 
heroes who put love of country above their own well-being. In answering 
the call to defend our ideals, generations of brave Americans have left 
home and family to protect our great Nation, some never to return. 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is notably significant for many Amer-
ican families. It reminds us of the men and women who withstood great 
hardship while imprisoned by our Nation’s enemies; and it reminds us of 
those still missing, loved ones lost at war but whose fate is not yet fully 
known. We will not forget these patriots who were willing to give their all 
to preserve and protect our freedoms. 

Nearly 50,000 former POWs live among us, including those held captive 
during World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, throughout the 
Cold War era, and during Operation Desert Storm. We owe an incalculable 
debt of gratitude to these quiet heroes who displayed great honor and in-
domitable wills and who sacrificed so much for our Nation. 

To the families of those who are still missing, we renew our unwavering 
commitment and determination to obtain the fullest possible accounting for 
them, including their recovery or repatriation and the identification of the 
remains of those who have died. 

On September 21, 2001, the flag of the National League of Families of 
American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia will be flown over the 
White House, the Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense, and Veterans 
Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the National Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, U.S. Military in-
stallations, national cemeteries, and other locations across our country. 
This observance will serve as a powerful reminder to all Americans that 
we will always keep faith with those who served our Nation with honor, 
integrity, and great sacrifice, remembering those still missing and honoring 
those who were imprisoned during war. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 21, 2001, as National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans to join me in hon-
oring former American prisoners of war who suffered the hardships of 
enemy captivity and in renewing our commitment to those still missing in 
action. I call upon Federal, State, and local government officials and pri-
vate organizations to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7470 of September 24, 2001

Family Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

Strong families make a strong America. Responsible, caring, and involved 
parenting dramatically affects the direction of a child’s life and fundamen-
tally influences the well-being of society as a whole. To help ensure a 
bright future for our children and for our Nation, we must expand our ef-
forts to strengthen and empower families in their important task of effec-
tively preparing children for the challenges of tomorrow. 

To help families, we must fight crime and violence in our schools and 
communities, and we must make a quality education available to all young 
people, regardless of background. We must also work to ensure that adults 
have the skills and resources they need to provide for the health, safety, 
and well-being of their children. 

Our Nation should send a consistent message that hails the vital impor-
tance of families. We live in an era of busy schedules and significant com-
mitments to work, school, and community. However, quality time among 
family members remains as vital as ever to maintaining strong and loving 
bonds between parents and children and to protecting young people from 
harm. In its most recent survey, the National Center on Addiction and Sub-
stance Abuse at Columbia University (CASA) found that a teenager who 
sits down to dinner with his or her family seven nights a week is 20 per-
cent less likely to smoke, drink, or use illegal drugs than those that do not. 
By contrast, teenagers who never eat dinner with their families are 61 per-
cent more likely to engage in these activities. 

According to CASA’s research, other family-bonding activities can similarly 
promote the avoidance of drug, alcohol, or cigarette use by teens. These in-
clude helping teenagers with homework, attending religious services with 
them, making religion an important part of their lives, and praising and 
disciplining teens as appropriate. CASA also advises that parents should 
monitor their teen’s television viewing, music purchases, and Internet use, 
and should establish curfews and know where their children are after 
school and on weekends. Perhaps most importantly, parents should send 
a clear message, by example and word, of their clear disapproval of ciga-
rette, alcohol, and drug use. 

CASA’s findings demonstrate how parental influence remains the single 
most important weapon in the war on drugs. Americans must continue to 
recognize the importance of strong families and involved parents in setting 
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